Understanding The Bible
I. Understanding the Bible must start with the proper attitudes – Honesty is #1:

A. Entrance into God’s kingdom, including interpretation of Scriptures, does not favor the wise, rich, or powerful (I Corinthians 1:26-31; Matthew 5:3-8).

B. Jesus always attributed the source of misunderstanding to a heart problem – never intellectual capacity (Luke 24:25-27; Mark 12:18-24; 16:14)!

C. Must love truth supremely:  Let the Bible explain itself.
1. Those who do not love truth will be sent a convincing lie to lead them astray (II Thessalonians 2:9-12; Isaiah 66:1-4; Ezekiel 14:3-5; II Chronicles 18:4-27)!
2. It is foolish to conclude an answer before doing proper research (Proverbs 18:13)

D. Must not be hard-hearted or resist the truth (Matthew 13:10-15; II Timothy 3:7-9).
E. Must accept conclusions on faith.  Trust God to sort out the dilemmas.  Don’t second guess His revelation in light of your estimation of related difficulties (Matthew 22:23-33; Hebrews 10:38).  Do you “know God’s power”?
II. God has promised us the ability and tools to understand His will, if we are honest and open-minded:

A. Seek and you will find – spiritual application to truth (Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 11:5-13).

B. “When you read, you can understand” (Ephesians 3:3-5; II Corinthians 1:13-14)

C. Those who “hunger and thirst for righteousness” will be “filled” (Matthew 5:6).
D. Remember, the same Person who made the Bible also made your brain (Psalm 119:73; Exodus 4:10-11)!
E. God has provided teachers to help us understand (Acts 8:26-40; 10:1-34; Ephesians 4:11-16)

III. We must be diligent and careful in our study (II Timothy 2:15; I Timothy 4:13):

A. The Bible contains passages that are “difficult to understand” – not impossible, just difficult (II Peter 3:14-18).  These passages can be “twisted to our destruction” (II Peter 3:17-18).

B. Consider examples of inspired men and how they used Scripture:

1. Jesus based His argument on the tense of a single verb to prove that people continued to exist beyond death, necessitating a resurrection (Matthew 22:23-33).

2. Paul based his argument on the plurality of a single word to show that God planned to save the world through one Man, not the Jewish nation, thereby, signaling the end of the Jewish economy as early as the days of Abraham (Galatians 3:8, 14-25).

C. Remember the unity of the Scriptures!

1. God cannot lie (Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18).  All of God’s Word is true (Psalm 119:160)
2. Self-contradiction or contradiction with Scripture is proof of error (Titus 1:9).
3. Misuse of Scripture is corrected by more Scripture (Matthew 4:5-7).

IV. The Scriptures contain all that we need to know and obey God’s will for us:
A. Scriptures enable us to “be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16-17).

B. Scriptures teach us all we need to know for “life and godliness” (II Peter 1:2-3).

C. God’s system of faith will not be revealed again .  It was “once and for all delivered” (Jude 1:3)

D. We cannot alter Scriptures; otherwise, God will curse us (Galatians 1:6-9; Revelation 22:18-19).

E. We must speak only as God has spoken (I Peter 4:11).

F. We must not “go beyond” the teaching of Jesus (II John 1:9).

V. We must look to God for direction or “authority” in all things (Colossians 3:16-17)

A. Command – I Corinthians 14:37; Hebrews 1:1; John 13:20; 20:21-23; 14:10; I John 4:6
B. Approved Christian Examples – Philippians 3:17; 4:9; I Peter 2:21; II Thessalonians 3:7-9
C. Necessary Inference – Matthew 19:3-6; 22:23-33; Acts 2:25-36
D. The Proof of Silence – I Corinthians 4:6; Hebrews 7:12-16; I Chronicles 17:1-6
E. Recognize figures of speech and apocryphal symbolism – Revelation 1:1
VI. Argumentation?
A. Necessary – We must identify and defend the truth (I Peter 3:15; I Timothy 1:3-4; 6:2-5).
B. Unnecessary – We must not participate in idle speculation, argumentation about words, or other things that are of no consequence (I Timothy 6:20-21; II Timothy 2:16-18; Titus 3:9-11).
C. Dividing Line is revelation – Can it be proved by Scripture? (Deuteronomy 29:29; Romans 14:1-3; I Corinthians 8:1-9)
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